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Going into the last week of school with 6th graders knowing that grades have all been submitted

and their fate has been decided is rough. They are ready for summer and basically nothing

educational will keep their attention. Then I stumbled upon this book. I figured why not try it as I

knew my students liked scary movies.First you read the book.... Ryan's journal of events that are

taking place AND THEN you watch a video from Sarah online. These are 3-8 minute videos made

by "Sarah" a teenage girl. They are not state of the art videos but they are enough to get a rise out

of the kids. It is not too scary just every once in awhile something unexpected jumps out at you. My

students could not get enough of this book. They would listen for hours and beg to watch the videos

over and over again. They would beg for me to stop reading so we read... A LOT!This book was so

good that soon the 6th grade class next door was wondering what we were up to and wanted in on

the action. So... they started reading. Then the third class joined us and then friends at another

school. I am telling you... this book is a life saver! We ended up reading the first 4 books of the

series in the last 4 days of the school year!!! It was the most we read all year long. The kids went

home after school and rewatched the videos with their parents. They were desperate to be the first

one to solve the mystery.This would be the perfect "Halloween" story as well. I saw somewhere that

this was good for grades 4-6. I would agree. I think 7th graders may even enjoy it.



My 9 yr old son and I love these books, we read them together.The Skeleton Creek books keep him

interested and he actually wants to read, which we all know what a challenge for a parent that can

be. We enjoy the videos and the author keeps things suspenseful up to the end. We own all 4 of

them and looking forward to ordering the 5th one. Good read for any age.

I read this book, along with the other ones in the series, to my 6th grade students last school year.

They were engaged in the story and especially liked the videos that help tell the story along the way.

My 11 year old daughter read the first Skeleton Creek book last year after finding it in the local

library. She really liked it and asked about the others. The library was supposed to be getting them,

but they kept not coming in. So, I got on here and found them for her, and she got the first 3 books

for Christmas. I bought books for an 11 year old for Christmas? Yep, and she loved them! It was her

favorite gift this year. She had them all read the day after, she just couldn't put them down. She kept

asking me to read them so that I would know what kind of books she liked, and I finaly did and have

to say I was quite surprised. They read quite well and keep you interested all they way through. I am

looking forward to getting her the final book when it becomes available, and have to say I also am

looking forward to reading it. The price I paid for these books was also great. I got them for $12

each and while I thought that was a little high, I changed my mind when I recieved them. They are

very nicely bound hardcovers and they come in a neat plastic sleeve. They really make a nice

addition to our little book collection. Another thing about these books is that they have companion

videos that can be viewed on the internet as you read through the books they give you passwords

to use to gain access. This is kinda neat, but the videos really aren't neccessary to grasp the book.

My daughter however likes this feature. I would reccomend this series to anyone who has a child

who loves to read! Or even just likes it. They may love it after reading these!

My daughter absolutely could not wait until the next Skeleton Creek book came out, and The Raven

met all her high expectations. She is enthralled by the story line and slightly entertained and

spooked by the clue filled videos. These series is a great series for reluctant readers and those who

love mysteries. Patrick Carmen knows how to get the readers attention and keep them until every

page has been turned and every video watched (several times!). In addition, this is a fun book to

have a parent/teen "book club" to quickly swap the book back and forth until the next mystery

video.Her review is as follows:Skeleton Creek book 4: The Raven is a scary story perfect for teens!

It leaves you tons of cliffhangers of Sarah, Ryan, and of course, Old Joe Bush! It's takes you



through a second adventure across the U.S but not only looking for apostle videos! It's an amazing

book and I totally recommend to everyone! Once you start reading, you can't stop!

This was a student requested book for the library. Those checking it out say it is a great read with a

good plot.

I love the Skeleton Creek series! I read the stories aloud to my middle school students! They enjoy

the story line between Ryan and Sarah and the mysteries they solve together. They love the

interactive videos. I highly recommend these books!

My son loves this series and he "eats" the new one within 24 hours after receiving it. I recommend

the series but not for the kids that are scared of the dark, just making everyone aware - you watch

the videos on the computer between chapters and my son has jumped a couple of times.
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